[Attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder in adults. Diagnostic problems].
Following several reports on treatment of adults with attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder, diagnostic problems regarding the diagnosis are discussed. Symptoms and criteria have changed considerably over the years. Many of those who were given this diagnosis earlier would probably be given a different diagnosis today. Patients should be diagnosed according to the latest diagnostic criteria, but these are developed for children, and are not always adequate for adults. Knowledge regarding the manifestation of the disorder in adults is not sufficient. In order to make this diagnosis in an adult, there must be evidence of the symptoms at the time of examination and also in childhood. The latter may be difficult or impossible to demonstrate. Reliable information on the symptomatology of attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder in adulthood will not be available until children who are given the diagnosis today according to DSM-IV or the research criteria of ICD-10 have been followed up in adulthood.